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As we continue to move out of the pandemic in 2022, inflation, interest rates and the economy continue to be on investors’
minds. Other factors such as tax laws and volatility could also have an impact on one’s wealth. On a positive note, experts
continue to see strong corporate earnings.
We spoke to several area wealth management professionals who offered insight on the year ahead. They also shared several
helpful tips for the future, such as planning, establishing good habits and setting goals.
John VanWeelden, president, VanWeelden Financial Group, LLC, says “Low interest rates and
soaring inflation have painted a picture of everything being great on the surface for many years
now. Stock markets have been going up and borrowing money has been cheap. But behind the
scenes, this combination is unsustainable.”
He says the only question is, “How long can we last before everything regresses back to the
mean?” Which it always does. And that’s healthy. But it’s better for this to occur more often and
in a less volatile way. “The longer we go without a healthy correction, the more pervasive and
painful the eventual correction becomes. I think we’re way overdue,” VanWeelden says.
He says investors should always consider factors such as inflation and taxation.
“Inflation and taxation are, in our opinion, the biggest issues facing all of us as we consider
planning for our financial futures. These are compounded by governments worldwide that are
overspending, inhibiting manufacturing and distribution, and negatively impacting employment in nearly every all aspect of
our global economy. Your plan should be very tax sensitive and should assume inflation is here to stay,” VanWeelden says.
He continues, “Inflation is the obvious elephant in the room. Although it has been a huge issue for years now, it is finally
bubbling to the surface in such a way that it is getting noticed, as it begins to have a more tangible effect on all of our lives.
Unfortunately, by the time the average person perceives it, it’s too late. That’s where we appear to be right now.”
In the short term, VanWeelden says, “I think the sticker shock of inflation could be devastating to the broad stock and bond
markets. Then, over time, I think it will continue to artificially inflate the price of everything, including a lot of investments, but
that’s not the same as increased purchasing power.”
Overall, he says, investors must look at income planning, tax planning, heath care planning, risk management, survivor
planning and estate planning, all within a very flexible plan, which needs to be reviewed and updated every year.
“When focusing on retirement, we believe you must be extremely comprehensive. It’s not sufficient to just manage your
money. If that’s all you’re doing, you just rolling the dice and hoping you happen to have retired at a really good time in
history. Even worse, a temporarily good market can give you a false sense of security,” VanWeelden says.
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